FAMONN GEANNT
(I881-1916)

Eamonn Ceannt was born in the police barracks at Ballymoe, County Galway, the son of
a Royal Irish Constabulary Officer James Kent and his wife Joanne Galway. His father’s
posting meant that Eamonn (originally Edward Thomas Kent) spent his childhood in
different parts of Ireland, firstly in Ardee, and then Drogheda, County Louth, before the
family finally settled in Dublin.

The commemorations of the 100th anniversary of the 1798 rebellion attracted Eamonn to
a nationalist path and in 1899 he joined the Gaelic League where he met Padraig Pearse.
A talented musician, Ceannt set up the Dublin Pipers Club with Edward Martyn in 1900.
He played uileann pipes for Pope Pius X in Rome during a visit there in 1908.

By now working in Dublin Corporation he set up the Dublin Municipal Officers Association.
Ceannt joined Arthur Griffith’s new party Sinn Féin in 1907 and was eventually elected
onto the National Council. Sean MacDiarmada swore him into the Irish Republican
Brotherhood (IRB) in December 1912. And Ceannt attended the preliminary meeting of
the Irish Volunteers in Wynns Hotel on 11th November 1913 and played an active role at
both gun runnings at Howth, County Dublin and Kilcoole, County Wicklow.

Ceannt became Commandant of the 4th Battalion of the Irish Volunteers in March 1915
and shortly after was accepted onto the Military Council of the IRB. In 1916 Ceannt was
one of the signatories of the Proclamation and commanded the 4th Battalion at the South
Dublin Union Garrison alongside his vice-Commandant Cathal Brugha. This sprawling
workhouse on 50 acres saw lots of action during the Rising including engaging the
Sherwood Foresters ‘D’ Company who had missed out on the Mount St action having
been delayed at Liverpool in England.

There was intense fighting around the Volunteers’ Headquarters at the Nurses Home.
Cathal Brugha was severely injured and was released by the British after the Rising as
they thought him unlikely to survive. Geannt surrendered his position when word came
through from Pearse of the surrender.

Ceannt was executed by firing squad on May' 8th 1916 In the Stone Breakers Yard at
Kilmainham Jail and was survived by his wife Aine, son Ronan and his brother William, a
sergeant major in the Royal Dublin Fusiliers.

“I leave for the guidance of other Irish Revolutionaries who may tread the path which |
have trod this advice, never to treat with the enemy, never to surrender at his mercy, but
to fight to a finish. .. Ireland has shown she is a nation. This generation can claim to have
raised sons as brave as any that went before. And in years to come Ireland will honour
those who risked all for her honour at Easter 1916.”
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Rugadh Eamonn Ceannt i mbeairic na bpoilini i mBéal Atha M6 i gContae na Gaillimhe agus
b’oifigeach i Chonstablacht Rioga na hEireann a hathair agus b’i Joanne Galway a mathair. De
réir mar a athraiodh postail a athar lonnaigh Eamonn (ar baisteadh Edward Thomas Kent) agus
an clann i gceantair difiila ar dtis i Baile Atha Fhirdhia agus ansin Droichead Atha i gContae Li
agus ansin chuireadar fiitha i mBaile Atha Cliath.

Mheall Comodradh 100 bliain Eiri Amach 1798 Eamonn ar bhealach an naisitinachais agus in
1899 chuaigh se le Conradh na Gaeilge ait inar chuir sé aithne ar Phadraig Mac Piarais. Ceoltoir
cumasach é agus bhunaigh sé Cumann Piobairi Bhaile Atha Cliath le Edward Martyn in 1900.
Sheinn seé a phiobai uilleann don Phapa Pius X sa Roimh le linn do bheith ar cuairt ann in 1908.

Faoin am seo bhi Ceannt ag obair le Bardas Atha Cliath agus ghlac sé pairt larnach sna
ceardchumainn ann. Chuaigh sé le pairti nua Arthur Griffith, Sinn Féin 1 1907, agus toghadh ar an
gComhairle Naisiunta é. Chuir Sean Mac Diarmada faoi mhionn e i mBraithreachas Phoblacht na
hEireann i Nollaig 1912.

D’fhreastail Ceannt ar réamhchruinnii bunadh Oglaigh na hEireann in Ostan Wynn ar an 110
§amhain 1913 agus bhi pairt ghniomhach aige i dTuirlingt na nGunnai i mBinn Eadair, Contae
Atha Cliath agus i gCill Chomhghaill, Contae Chill Mantain.

Ceapadh Ceannt mar cheannfort ar 4ii Cathlan Oglaigh na hEireann i Marta 1915 agus go gairid ina
dhiaidh glacadh ar Chomhairle Mhileata an Bhraithreachas é. Bhi Ceannt ar dhuine de shinitheoiri
Fordgra na Poblachta agus i gceannas ar 4u Cathlan ag Gharastin Aontas Bhaile Atha Cliath
Theas in eineacht lena leas-cheannfort, Cathal Brugha.

Tharla cuid mhor den chomhrac le linn Eiri Amach na Casca i dteach na mbocht fairsing seo ar
50 acra, mar a ndeacthas i ngleic le Complacht ‘D’ dena Sherwood Foresters, dream a bhi ro-
dheanach don comhrac ar Shraid an Mhota toisc orthu ag fagaint Learpholl, Shasana mall. Bhi
troid dhian ann thart ar Cheanncheathrii na nOglach ag Teach na nAltrai agus gortaiodh Cathal
Brugha chomh holc sin gur scaoil na Sasanaigh saor é ina dhiaidh an Eiri Amach toisc gur mheas
siad nach dtiocfadh seé slan. Gheill Ceannt nuair a thainig an scéala amach gur ghéill an Piarsach.

Le linn na harmchuirte mileata bhi easaontas ann maidir leis an ait a dheimhnigh na §asanaigh
go raibh Ceannt ag troid. Luiagh ‘G’man [bleachtaire] gur aithin se Ceannt i measc Oglaigh de
chuid, Garastun Mhonarca Jacobs.

Chuir scuad lamhaigh Geannt chun bais aran 8u Bealtaine i gClos na mBristeoiri Cloch i bPriosun
Chill Mhaighneann. Mhair a bhean chéile Aine, a mhac Ronan agus a dhearthair, William a bhi ina
mhaorshairsint le Fitisailéiri Rioga Atha Cliath.

“I leave for the guidance of other Irish Revolutionaries who may tread the path which I have
trod this advice, never to treat with the enemy, never to surrender at his mercy, but to fight to
a finish. .. Ireland has shown she is a nation. This generation can claim to have raised sons as
brave as any that went before. And in years to come Ireland will honour those who risked all for
her honour at Easter 1916.”



