_A
Ul %
] L\'
, B -

. REVOLUTION

191

SEAN MAGDIARMADA SEAN MACDIARMADA

(I88351916)
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Sean MacDiarmada often described as “the mastermind”hehind the 1916 Rising was born
at Corranmore near Kiltyclogher, County Leitrim, to Donald McDermott and his wife Mary
McMorrow. Donald himself had been involved with Fenian land agitation and resistance
activities.

Educated at the local primary school and at night school in Gavan, after a short spell
in Scotland, Sean got a job in Belfast as a tram conductor in 1905. Sworn into the Irish
Republican Brotherhood (IRB) by Denis McCullough he was active with Bulmer Hobson
in setting up the Dungannon Clubs. Moving to Dublin in 1907 he joined Sinn Fein and
was director of elections for the North Leitrim by-election in 1908 where the Sinn Féin
candidate was defeated.

Coming under the influence of Thomas Clarke in Dublin he became the manager of Irish
Freedom the IRB newspaper in 1910 and writing in 1911 he commented: “Our country is
run by a set of insolent officials, to whom we are nothing but a lot of people to be exploited
and kept in subjection. The executive power rests on armed force that preys on the people
with batons if they have the gall to say they do not like it.”

MacDiarmada was a very effective recruiter for the IRB bridging the gap between rural
Ireland and the urban centres, and he built up a network throughout the Gaelic Athletic
Association and Gaelic League. Affected by a bout of Polio in 1911, which restricted his left
side, he had to subsequently walk with a stick, and the tap tapping became a precursor
of his arrival. Speaking In Tralee in 1914 MacDiarmada summed up the IRB’s position:

“Nationalism as known to Tone and Emmet is almost dead in the country and a spurious
substitute as taught by the Irish Parliamentary Party exists. .. The Irish patriotic spirit will
die forever unless a blood sacrifice is made in the next few years. It will be necessary
for some of us to offer ourselves as martyrs if nothing better can be done to preserve the
national Irish Spirit.”

Imprisoned in early 1915 for a seditious speech, in Mountjoy Jail he is listed as absent
from the 0’Donovan Rossa Funeral on August 1st 1915 on the official programme.

The countermanding order issued by O’Neill and Hobson which delayed the Rising greatly
upset MacDiarmada who promptly had Hobson placed under house arrest in Cabra until
the Rising began. Limited by his condition during the Rising, Sean was with the rest of the
Military Council in the General Post Office. He addressed the Volunteers in Moore Street
to convince them to surrender.

Singled out by ‘G’ Men (detectives) overnight at the Rotunda, Captain Lee-Wilson abused
MacDiarmada asking if “they were fighting cripples’ he took away his walking stick
before the forced march to Richmond Barracks. This didn’t prevent MacDiarmada from
commenting to a fellow Volunteer that “the cause is lost if some of us aren’t shot”.

MacDiarmada and James Connolly were the last leaders to be executed on May 12th at
Kilmainham Jail despite an order from the British Cabinet to cease all executions only
in exceptional cases because of the furore raised by Nationalist MPs such as Lawrence
Ginnell. General Maxwell emboldened by the Irish Independent calling for the ringleaders
to be executed had a dying Connolly and disabled MacDiarmada shot.

In his final letter Sean wrote to his long term love Min Ryan who had been a courier along
with her sister in the GPO. She later married Richard Mulcahy.

“I feel happiness the like of which I have never experienced, I die that the Irish Nation
might live”,

(1883-1916)

Is minic a deirtear gurb é Sean MacDiarmada priomhidar Eiri Amach 1916. Rugadh é ar an
gCorran Mor e i ngar do Choillte Clochair i gContae Liatroma agus ba iad Donald McDermott
agus a bhean cheéile Mary McMorrow a thuismitheoiri. Bhi baint ag Donald féin le hagoidiocht
talun na bhFinini agus le gniomhaiochtai ceannairceachta.

D’threastail se ar an mbunscoil aititiil agus ar scoil oiche i gContae an Chabhain agus, i ndiaidh
do seal gairid a chaitheamh in Albain, d’eirigh le Sean post a fhail i mBeéal Feirste mar stiurthoir
tram in 1905. Chuir Denis McCullough é faoi mhionn i mBraithreachas Phoblacht na hEireann
agus bhi se gniomhach le Bulmer Hobson ag bunu Chlubanna Dhun Geanainn. D’aistrigh se
go Baile Atha Cliath in 1907 agus chuaigh sé le Sinn Féin. Bhi sé ina stitrthoir toghchan le linn
feachtas fo-thoghchan Liatroim Thuaidh i 1908, ach nior eirigh le hiarrthoir Shinn Fein ann.

Bhi tionchar mér ag Tomas 0 Cléirigh air agus nuair a bhi sé i mBaile Atha Cliath i 1910 ceapadh
ina bhainsteoir ar Irish Freedom e, nuachtan an IRB, agus bhi an meid seo le scriobh aige i 1911:
“Our country is run by a set of insolent officials, to whom we are nothing but a lot of people to
be exploited and kept in subjection. The executive power rests on armed force that preys on the
people with batons if they have the gall to say they do not like it.”

Bhi MacDiarmada iontach eifeachtach i mbun earcaiochta don IRB agus bhi sé in ann an bhearna
idir ceantair thuaithe agus ionaid uirbeacha a dhruidim. Bhunaigh sé lionra den IRB tri Chumann
Luthchleas Gael agus tri Chonradh na Gaeilge. Bhuail poilio € i 1911 a d’thag bacach é ar a thaobh
cle e, agus ag brath ar mhaide siuil. Chuireadh fuaim an mhaide shitil in iul feasta go raibh se ag
teacht. Agus e ag caint i dTra Li i 1914 chuir MacDiarmada dearcadh an IRB in iul:

“Nationalism as known to Tone and Emmet is almost dead in the country and a spurious substitute
as taught by the Irish Parliamentary Party exists... The Irish patriotic spirit will die forever unless
a blood sacrifice is made in the next few years. It will be necessary for some of us to offer
ourselves as martyrs if nothing better can be done to preserve the national Irish Spirit.”

Cuireadh i bPriosun Muinseo € i 1915 mar gheall ar chaint cheannairceach a thug se, agus ta se
liostalta as lathair ar chlar oifigiuil shochraid Ui Dhonnabhain Rossa

Chuir an freasordii Eoin O Néill agus Hobson, isteach go mér ar Mhac Diarmada agus d’ordaigh
sé agus go gcuirfi faoi bhraighdeanas baile Hobson i gCabra go dti go dtosnoidh an Eiri Amach. In
aineoinn e teoranta mar gheall ar a thinneas, bhi Sean leis an gcuid eile den Chomhairle Mhileata
in Ard-0ifig an Phoist agus ba eisean a labhair lena Oglaigh i ngairdin 16 Shraid Ui Mhordha lena
chur ina lui orthu geilleadh.

Dhirigh na bleachtairi na nOglaigh a bhi faoi garda thar oiche lasmuigh den Rotunda. Is anseo a
thug an Captaen Lee-Wilson droch-ide do Sheain ag fiafru an ag troid bacaigh a bhi said. Bhain
sé a mhaide sitil de sular b’éigean dona hOglaigh siiil go Beairici Richmond. Ina ainneoin seo
duirt Mac Diarmada le duine de na hOglaigh an méid seo “the cause is lost if some of us aren’t
shot”.

B’iad Mac Diarmada agus Séamus 0 Conghaile na ceannairi deireanacha a cuireadh chun bais
ar an 12 Bealtaine i bPriosuin Cill Mhaighneann in ainneoin an ordaithe a thug Comh-aireacht na
Breataine nar choir duine ar bith eile a scaoileadh, ach amhain i gcasanna eisceachtula toisc an
raic a bhi a thogaint ag Teachtai Parlaiminte Naisiunacha ar nos Lawrence Ginnell.

Ach thug eileamh an Irish Independent go gcuirfi na priomh chinniri chun bais misneach do
General Maxwell an ordii a thabhairt chun 0 Conghaile a bhi i mbéal a bhais agus MacDiarmada
a bhi ina bhacach a chuir chun bais. Musclaiodh an da lamhach sin ach go hairithe spiorad
athbheochain na hEireann sa sli a bhi an Braithreachas agus MacDiarmada ag gniomhui ina threo.

Ina litir deiridh scriobh sé chuig a ghra geal Min Ryan, a bhi ina teachtaire lena deirfiur in Ard-
Oifig an Phoist. Phos si Richard Mulcahy nios deanai i 1922.

“I feel happiness the like of which I have never experienced, | die that the Irish Nation might live”.



