(1878%1016)

Thomas MacDonagh was born in Cloughjordan, County Tipperary, to Joseph and Mary
Louise who had arrived the previous year as teachers for the newly-opened School. Thomas
proved to be a talented scholar and was sent to Rockwell College in 1894, where after a
period as a trainee teacher he was appointed to a teaching post in St Kieran’s College,
Kilkenny, where he became an active member of the Gaelic League.

During a further posting in Cork from 1901-1906 at St Colman’s College Fermoy, Thomas
produced some of his best known literary works translating Cathal Bhuidhe MacGiolla’s
poem An Bonnan Bui (The Yellow Bittern) and he also co-founded the Association of
Secondary Teachers of Ireland (ASTI).

Meeting Padraig Pearse on the Aran Islands led to a new post as assistant headmaster
of the new school set up in 1908 in Ranelagh named after the patron saint of the Islands,
St Enda. MacDonagh graduated from University College Dublin in 1911 with a first class
masters degree which gained him a lectureship there. Also in 1911 he married Muriel
Gifford whose sister Grace was later to marry another signatory Joseph Plunkett. They
had two children Donagh and Barbara.

Becoming more politically aware Thomas was active in the Irish Women’s Franchise
League and the Dublin Industrial Peace Committee set up during the 1913 Lockout. He
joined the Volunteers in 1913 and played an active part in the Howth Gun Running and
was one of the main organisers for the 0’Donovan Rossa Funeral in 1915.

He believed that the cause of Irish freedom could be advanced by war if neccessary and
was a member of the Irish Republcian Brotherhood from April 1915. It took another year
until just before the Rising for MacDonagh to be appointed to the IRB’s Military Council.
He was a signatory of the Proclamation and is thought to have contributed to the content.

During the Rising MacDonagh was commandant of the 2nd Battalion Dublin Brigade and
was incommand at Jacobs Biscuit Factory on Bishop Street. Although a prominent building
the garrison saw little action and was by-passed as the British forces concentrated on
other garrisons and the GPO

Thomas MacDonagh was visited in Kilmainham Jail by his sister, Sr Francesca, just before
his execution and she gave him a set of her rosary beads which she received back later
that week with six beads shot off. A British Officer later wrote of the executions on that
morning; “they all died well, MacDonagh died like a prince”.

“I am to die at dawn 3.30 am, 3rd May. | am ready to die and thank God that I die in so
holy a cause. My Gountry will reward my dust richly”

Thomas was third to be executed on the morning of May 3rd 1916 and both his next in
command John MacBride and his close friend Michael 0’Hanrahan were also executed.
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Thainig Tomas Mac Donnchadha ar an saol i gCloch Shiurdain i gContae Thiobraid Arann. Bhi a
thuismitheoiri Joseph agus Mary Louise i ndiaidh teacht chuig an gceantar bliain roimhe sin mar
mhuinteoiri sa scoil nua. Scolaire cumasach é agus cuireadh go Colaiste Charn Tobair € in 1894
agus i ndiaidh do seal a chaitheamh mar abhar oide ceapadh ina mhuinteoir i gColaiste Chiarain,
Cill Chainnigh, é, ait a thosaigh sé ag glacadh pairt gniomhach i gConradh na Gaeilge.

Le linn do bheith ag obair i gCorcaigh idir 1901 agus 1906 i gColaiste Cholmain, Fear Mai, scriobh
Tomas cuid da saothar liteartha ba cluiti, ina measc aistriuichan ar dhan Cathal Bui Mac Giolla
Ghunna, an Bonnan Bui. Chomh maith bhi sé ar chomhbhunaitheoir Chumann na Meanmhuinteoiri
na hEireann (ASTI).

Casadh Padraig Mac Piarais air ar Oiledin Arainn agus as an cairdeas seo ceapadh é ina
phriomhoide cunta ar an scoil nua a bunaiodh sa bhliain 1908 i Raghnallach a ainmniodh as
éarlamh na nOilean, Naomh Eanna. Fuair sé céim mhaistreachta den chéad ghrad é Cholaiste na
hOlIscoile Baile Atha Cliath i 1911 agus ceapadh ina léachtdir ansin é. Ba sa bhliain chéanna a
posadh e ar Muriel Gifford, deirfiur Grace, an bhean a bhi le sinitheoir an Fhorogra eile, Seosamh
Pluinceid. Bhi beirt paiste aca, Donagh agus Barbara.

De reir mar a mheadaigh a eolas ar an bpolaitiocht bhi Tomas gniomhach sa Chonradh Cirt Votala
do Mhna na hEireann, agus i gCoiste Tionsclaioch Siochana Bhaile Atha Cliath, a bunaiodh le linn
Fhrithdhiinadh 1913. Chuaigh sé leis na hOglaigh sa bhliain 1913 agus bhi pairt ghniomhach aige
i dTuirlingt na nGunnai i mBinn Eadair agus bhi sé ar dhuine de phriomheagraithe Shochraid Ui
Dhonnabhain Rossa i 1915.

Chreid sé go bhféadfadh cuis shaoirse na hEireann a chur chun cinn le cogaiocht da mo ga, agus
bhi sé ina bhall de Bhraithreachas Poblacht na hEireann (IRB) 6 Aibrean 1915 ar aghaidh. Chuaigh
bliain eile isteach sular ceapadh Mac Donnchadha ar an gComhairle Mhileata an IRB. Bhi sé ina
shinitheoir ar Fhorogra na Poblachta agus meastar gur cheap sé cuid de.

Le linn an Eiri Amach bhi Mac Donnchadha ina cheannfort ar Dhara Cathlan Bhriogaid Bhaile
Atha Cliath agus bhi sé i gceannas ar Mhonarcha Brioscai Jacobs ar Shraid an Easpaig. Cé gur
foirgneamh tabhachtach i, ni fhaca an garastun moran den chomhrac toisc gur dhirigh forsai na
Breataine aird ar garasuin eile agus ar Ard-0ifig an Phoist.

Thug a dheirfiur, an tSiur Francesca, cuairt air i bPriosuin Chill Mhaighean direach sular cuireadh
chun bais e agus thug si coroin Mhuire do. Nuair a fuair si thar n-ais e nios deanai an tseachtain
sin bhi sé chloch di seidte di. Scriobh Oifigeach de chuid Arm na Breataine faoi na basaithe an
mhaidin sin: “they all died well, MacDonagh died like a prince”.

“l am to die at dawn 3.30 am, 3rd May. | am ready to die and thank God that I die in so holy a
cause. My Country will reward my dust richly.”

Bé Tomas an trii Oglach a cuireadh chun bais ar maidin 3u Bealtaine 1916. Cuireadh a
leascheannfort, John MacBride, agus a dhluthchara Micheal 0 hAnrachain, chun bais freisin.



